Performance of children with mild or moderate to severe brain injury was examined on a variety of tests of attention. Several months following brain injury, there was no evidence of attention problems in children with mild brain injury but children with moderate to severe injuries were inattentive and variable in their performance on a Continuous Performance Test (CPT). Neither group was impaired on measures of Digit Span or Trailmaking, or on the Attention Problem scale of the Child Behaviour Checklist. A second study found that the attention difficulties exhibited by the moderate to severe brain injury group persist over time since similar difficulties were observed approximately two years post head injury.
Introduction
Although attention problems are commonly reported following brain injury, less is known about the nature and extent of these problems, particularly in children. A number of clinical tests have been developed to assess various aspects of attention, but the sensitivity of these tests to the types of attention problems experienced by children with brain injury has not been examined in detail. Kaufmann, Fletcher, Levin, Miner, and Ewing-Cobbs (1993) examined the performance of children 6 months post brain injury on two tests of attention, a continuous performance test and a span measure of attention (digit span); they found that children with more severe brain injuries were impaired on the continuous performance test but not on the span test, whereas children with less severe brain injuries were not impaired on either test. One purpose of our study is to examine the performance of children with mild or with moderate to severe brain injury on a more comprehensive battery of tests of attention, including a standardized continuous performance test that yields a wide range of attentional parameters. A second purpose of this investigation is to examine the time course of attention problems by comparing the performance of children with brain injury early (8 months) versus later (26 months) in their recovery.
